
The comme r cia l "core" of t his a re a con stitutes twe l ve c i ty 
bl oc ks b ounded b y Pine Street in the we s t , Ken an and South 
St r eet s i n the s o u t h , Gr een Stre et in t h e no rth and the 
r a i lr oad t r ac ks in t h e e a st . 

The cent r a l a re a of a c it y is the pl ac e where a city 
h a d i t s b e gi nn i ng . It is a l so the b a sis of a c i ty' s exis­
tance b ot h econom i ca ll y a nd ph y si ca ll y . I n a r ec ent a rti c l e , 
o ne No r t h Ca r o li n a pl a nne r ob ser ved that the a ssessed va l ua­
tion per ac re i n t h e cent r a l a rea s of c i t i e s is one thous a nd 
time s th e same figure fo r th e rur a l a r ea s . F r om an econo­
mic s tan dp o int , t her efo r e , pr e s ervat i o n and development of 
c en t r a l a r e a s a r e e ss entia l . Ph y s i ca ll y , t h e cent r a l a re a s 
pr ovi de a focal p o i nt to the entire c ommunit y an d a s su c h 
integrate s a nd h o lds toget h e r a city a s a un i f i ed com p l ex . 
I f t h e cent r a l a r ea o f a c i ty is a ll o wed to b e di ff used , 
the c i ty i tse l f might disinteg r a te . 

I n mo s t of t h e s ma ll e r communities this diffusi on has 
tended to t a k e pl ace a l on g t h e main t h o r ou gh fa res . Wilson 
h a s so f a r , b een lu cky t o be a ble to ma i nta in a fa irl y com ­
p ac t " cor e " a re a a nd a v 0 i dun n e c e s s a r y d i ff u s i on a 1 0 n g th e 
ma i n t h o r o ugh fa r e . The r ecent dev e l o pm ents , h oweve r , sh ow 
a tendenc y toward this type of development a l ong we s t Na sh 
Street . Als o , t h e cent r a l a r ea of Wilso n, lik e mo s t other 
c i t i e s i n the nat i on is conf r onted wi t h v a ri ou s pr ob l ems . 
Th e s e in c lud e : in a dequ ate p a rki n g fac ili t i es, in com p at ible 
l and uses , o bsolesence of s t ru ctu r es due to a g e a nd i n 
general u natt r ac tive surr o u n di ng s . 

R ea li z ing t h e import a nce of revi tal i z ing th e C it y' s 
cent r a l a rea, t he Pl ann ing Boa rd of Wils on toget h er with 
the No r th Ca r o li na De p a rtment of Con servat i on and Deve l o p­
ment, Division of Community Planning and with fede r a l fi ­
nancial a ssi st a nce, developed t his pr o p o s a l . 

At the on s et i t mu s t be stress ed th at t h e purp o s e of 
t his r e p ort is to provid e a fr a mew o rk f o r f urth e r studies . 
This sh o uld b e fo ll owed wi th mo r e d eta ile d studies on 
mark e t ana l y sis , econom i c fe a sibili ty studies , ph y si ca l 
de si gn studi es , etc ., i n future . This pr opo s a l , the r efore, 
sh o uld neve r be co nsidered a s the fin a l s o l utions to the 
prob l ems of Wils o n's cent r a l a r ea . This is a very com ple x 
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